The roofs of the old Swiss Embassy in Nanheyan, 1966
TR EIRERNETL, HRT 1966 £

© Emil Schulthess / Fotostiftung Schweiz, Winterthur; courtesy Archives for Contemporary History, ETH Zurich,
Holding Hans Keller
© KR K%, HROELFLHE, HRHEKIMIETFR, HXET - HEk £ K

EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND
IN BEUING

When we decided to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Embassy of Switzerland's
compound in Beijing, none of us had a clear notion about the history of this
building. We therefore delved into the Federal Archives and little by little
reconstructed the facts. The result was stunning and we were all charmed by
the pictures taking us back to the 1960s in the former compound on Nanheyan
and to the construction and inauguration ceremony of the present compound in
the 1970s. The idea of the exhibition was born. Today we are glad to take you
along with us on this journey through time with a selection of these photos and a
restitution of a text written by Mr. Dominique Dreyer (if not otherwise indicated),
former Ambassador of Switzerland in China. The text was first published in the year
2000 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations.
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Garden of the Residence in Nanheyan, 1960
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THE OLD EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND IN NAHEYAN
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After recognizing the government of the new China on January 17, 1950,
Switzerland moved its legation from Nanjing to Beijing in the same year.

When Consul General Stiner came to Beijing in May 1950, one of his first tasks was
to look for a location for the Legation. It was not easy to find an adequate building
for a diplomatic mission in Beijing, and it was not before February of the following
year that the newly established mission could move to satisfactory quarters, after
having rented a building in Yanhao Hutong No. 40 for a few months.
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Garden of the Residence in Nanheyan, 1960
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The compound in Nanheyan No. 8C (now No. 23) had been built by a
Mr.Shoemaker, an American citizen who was the owner of four antique shops
in China. The compound, built in the thirties, contained various buildings in the
traditional Chinese Style, all enclosed in a walled garden and connected to the

main street through a narrow lane. The lease started on February 15, 1951. The
Legation, upgraded to the rank of an Embassy in 1957, was to remain there until
1976.
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Mrs. Keller inside the Residence, 1965
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The then Swiss Minister described the new quarters in his yearly report of
1951 as follows:

"The building we found after painstaking research is just spacious enough for
the chancery and the residence. It is part of a ‘compound' which joins the offices
and the residence of the Ambassador of Sweden, the Legation of Finland, the

residences of the Minister of Denmark and of the Chargé d'affaires of Norway. The
house has been let furnished. Its proprietor, the owner of an antiques shop, left in
it a great amount of Chinese objects - of bad taste - which are of no use at all in a
residence or a chancery."
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Entrance of the small alley leading Entry of the Swiss Embassy in Nanheyan,
to the Embassy with the insignia of 1963

Switzerland, Sweden and Denmark, NTFEEIENEREEEMNADL, &
Beijing 1963 1963 &£

FUXF/NERIS NI L. Indad _ _ _
E{%?ﬁﬁl‘]ﬁﬁ?’fi@, 1963 E?ﬂ%;‘:jt?_ﬁ? © Emil Schulthess / Fotostiftung Schweiz, Winterthur;

courtesy Archives for Contemporary History, ETH
Zurich, Holding Hans Keller

© Emil Schulthgss/Fotostiftung Schweiz,Winterthur; © KR . KIS, HRFEARE, BRI
courtesy Archives for Contemporary History, ETH TR, pSNER . YLEh A K
Zurich, Holding Hans Keller P

© KR - K%, SRARARHE, HBRHER
FET R, X - 8L R

The representatives of other neutral countries that established diplomatic relations
with China at the same time as Switzerland found its location equally convenient,
so that the compound harboured at one point the mission of Denmark, Sweden,
Switzerland, Finland and Norway; a symbol, probably, of peace and neutrality, and
also an early example of successful European co-operation.
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Ambassador René Naville and Premier Zhou Enlai at the Swiss Embassy on August 1, 1960
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NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS IN NANHEYAN
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A very special National Day reception took place on August 1, 1960, at the
Embassy of Switzerland in Nanheyan, attended by Premier Zhou Enlai together with
Vice Premier Chen Yi and Xi Zhongxun, the father of Xi Jinping. On this occasion,
Zhou Enlai held a speech that displayed his profound appreciation of Switzerland
and that was perceived by many as a historic step for the relationship of the two
countries.

“China and Switzerland have long established diplomatic relations. It
can be said that the relations between China and Switzerland provide an
example that countries of different social systems can peacefully coexist. (...)
Switzerland is a peaceful and neutral country which has contributed to the
preservation of world peace.”

( Zhou Enlai, August 1, 1960. Source: “Peking Review” , 22/1960 )
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Mr. Walter Wild, Ambassador Hans
Keller, Mrs. Keller (from left to right),
awaiting the arrival of the guests for the
National Day celebrations in the garden
of the old Embassy in Nanheyan, 1965
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National Day celebrations in the garden
of the old Embassy in Nanheyan

AR AN EEEFTHERER
AR

© Emil Schulthess / Fotostiftung Schweiz, Winterthur;
courtesy Archives for Contemporary History, ETH
Zurich, Holding Hans Keller

© KRR - K%, HRHLEHFRHE, HREE
BT %k, X - FE 54 WGE




National Day celebrations in the garden of the old Embassy in Nanheyan
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According to former Ambassador Hans Keller, the Embassy of Switzerland in
Nanheyan was a popular place for gatherings of diplomats, not only on the
National Day. However, Keller points out that in the 1960s, the number of foreign
diplomats was rather small, as there were only 30 legations in Beijing and their staff
was often not very large. Contact with Chinese citizens was not very frequent in
the daily life of Swiss diplomats in those times, which gave such gatherings as the

Swiss National Day celebrations a special significance.
(Source: "Geschichte", 87/1989)
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THE NEW EMBASSY COMPOUND IN SANLITUN
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In the sixties, the Chinese authorities decided to relocate the foreign missions to
two newly developed areas in the east and north-east of Beijing. It was clear that
the location of the mission in Nanheyan Street was only a temporary one. Internal
events in China, as well as the process needed in Switzerland for the design of a
new building did not allow this move to take place before 1976.
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Journalists, Federal Councillor Pierre Graber and Ambassador Albert Natural, August 6,
1974, first stone laying
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The ground-breaking ceremony was held on August 6, 1974, and was presided by
the then Foreign Minister, Federal Councillor Pierre Graber, on the occasion of his
official visit to China for the inauguration of the first Swiss industrial exhibition. The
building was formally inaugurated on February 26, 1976.
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Construction site of the new Embassy in Sanlitun
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In order to build a new Embassy with more space and a better infrastructure than
the old one, the Swiss Federal Council asked for a building loan of CHF 8.9 Mio.
Although the Swiss National Council opposed this project for manifold reasons, the

credit was approved by both chambers of the Swiss Parliament in September 1973.
(Source: Howard Dubois, "Die Schweiz und China", 1978.)
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Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

mbassy of Switzerland in China €€« g\@ & —
b &5 o Nestle




Construction site of the new Embassy in Sanlitun
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Inauguration ceremony on February 26, 1976
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Chinese officials, Ambassador Heinz Langenbacher, Mr. Francis Pianca (from left to right),
Inauguration ceremony on February 26, 1976
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The new Embassy is located on 10,000 square meters of land granted by the
Beijing authorities on a interest-free lease for a period of 60 years. It is composed
of three main buildings: the chancery, the compound for the embassy staff, and the
residence of the Ambassador. A swimming pool has been built in the rear of the
gardens of the residence. The design was drawn by the Federal Office for Buildings,
and the construction was undertaken under the supervision of the Diplomatic
Service Bureau of the Municipality of Beijing.
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At the time of its construction, nobody could envisage the fast changes that would
take place in China after 1978; changes that would in turn rapidly increase the
relation between Switzerland and China. It became necessary, in the nineties,
to envisage an extension of the building. A third floor was added to the existing
chancery, and a separate unit for the visa section was built adjacent to the main
entrance to the Embassy compound.
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